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Lake Katherine Nature Center & Botanic Gardens  

7402 W. Lake Katherine Drive  

Palos Heights, IL 60463  

 

Phone: 708 -361 -1873  

Fax: 708 -361 -2978  

Website: www.lakekatherine.org  

 

Lake Katherine is owned and supported by the City 

of Palos Heights and managed by the Lake Katherine 

Nature Center and Botanic Gardens, a non -profit , 

tax -exempt 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  

 

Our Mission  

The mission of Lake Katherine Nature Center and 

Botanic Gardens is to  connect people with nature . By 

engaging the public with Lake Katherine and by 

applying current stewardship practices to this 

reclaimed land, we strive to create places that invite 

human interaction with natural spaces, offer 

opportunities to learn about nature, expand 

participation in and knowledge of good ecological 

practices, and welcome recreation and reflection.  
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The Buzz nõ Bloom is produced with the support of 

the Natural Resources Management Committee.  

The Natural Resources Management Committeeõs 

mission is to promote, improve, and fundraise in 

regards to all matter pertaining to Lake Katherineõs 

natural resources.  

Editor:  Shamim Graff  

Contributors:  Gareth Blakesley, Barb Carberry, Jim 

Carberry, Melissa Drozd, Mike Littmann, Joe 

McCloskey, Jim Reichel, Abbie Schrotenboer  

From the Operations 

Manager  
After coming of out of a very busy spring, where we were 

planting trees, bushes and spreading woodchip, we then moved 

into the summer activities of watering, maintenance and invasive 

species control. 

Invasive species control in the summer usually focuses around 

whatever key species are about to bloom. Itõs always a rush to 

remove as many of the invasive species as possible that are 

beginning to bloom before the next species we need to remove 

starts. Removing them before they bloom removes the potential 

for seed spreading which would create more plants next year. 

One plant we remove seed heads from is reed canary grass, 

and then treating the reed canary grass with an herbicide. Reed 

canary grass will spread via seed but also via rhizome. That means 

techniques for control have to focus on these two areas. Reed 

canary grass forms dense mats that dominate; these mats will out-

compete any native species that are trying to take hold. Itõs 

believed that there was a North American native species of reed 

canary grass, but it has probably hybridized with European strains 

many years ago and has become increasingly aggressive and 

problematic. 

This is just one of the many species that we try to control here 

at Lake Katherine, with volunteers and staff working hard to stop 

its spread. It is essential work, whether it is teasel, reed canary 

grass or buckthorn, we rely on our volunteers to help remove it 

throughout the seasons. 

 

 

Gareth Blakesley 

Operations Manager 

Lake Katherine volunteers taking a break from restoration work 
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Scrapbooking  
Friday, November 10th 

 5:00pm - Midnight - $16 

Saturday, November 11th 

 9:00am - Midnight - $32 

Sunday, November 12th 

 12:00pm - 4:00pm - $10 

Register for all three days - $50 

 

Get creative, share tips and make a 

special scrapbook during this fun craft 

weekend. Registration includes 

beverages all weekend, dinner on 

Saturday and lunch on Sunday. Please 

bring your own sack lunch on 

Saturday. For more information, 

please contact Marian or Brenda at 

(708) 361-1873. 

 

Nature by the 
Book  

Wednesday, October 25th 

   6:30pm - 7:30pm 

 

Lake Katherine and the Palos Heights 

Library team up for our nature-based 

panel book discussion to be held at 

the library. This month weõll be 

discussing The Living Great Lakes: 

Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas 

by Jerry Dennis. The book is available 

for check-out at the library. You can 

register for this free program at the 

l i b r a r y  o r  b y  v i s i t i n g 

www.palosheightslibrary.org.  

Wine & Nature 
Evening 

Thursday, November 16th 

   7:00pm - 10:00pm - $25 

 

We are excited to bring back our 

Wine and Nature series. Enjoy an 

evening of wine tasting and a nature 

talk about pollination.  
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Winterfest  
Saturday, February 3rd 

 

Mark your calendars now. They'll be lots of fun at 

our annual winter festival with hayrides, children's 

crafts, face painting, special animal guests, and 

more.  Watch our website or stop in the nature 

center for more details as the date gest closer. 


