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Get to Know the LK Crew - Animal Edition!
American Toad
Favorite Past-time: Hopping
Favorite food: Earth worms!
If Toad could choose to do anything for a
day, what would it be? Taking a little dip
in my water bowl!

Truffle the Havana-Lop
Favorite Past-time: Getting all the love and
attention!
Favorite food: There are too many good
snacks to choose from!
If Truffle could choose to do anything for a
day, what would it be? To be sitting atop
my pink castle!

Staff Recommendations
This beloved book of poems is simultaneously
comforting, thought-provoking, haunting, and
magical. The poems speak of the natural world and
humankind, and is a perfect book to read during the
chilly autumn and winter evenings with a hot
beverage!
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Updates
A few weeks ago, Lake Katherine lost 4 juvenile swans and 3 geese.
The waterfowl were confirmed to have contracted the avian flu by
the USDA last week. The avian flu is an illness that affects species
such as ducks, geese, swans, and other water birds. While
transmission to humans is highly unlikely, please do not approach a
dead or dying animal. Alert staff at the Nature Center to properly
handle wildlife.
Lake Katherine would like to thank all of their volunteers who kept the
gardens and grounds beautiful all summer. The Anniversary Garden
was impeccable for weddings, the Heritage Gardens fed the
community, the Herb Garden and Butterfly Garden were constantly
buzzing with visitors and pollinators, and the Buzz n Bloom Prairie
looked wild and wonderful!

Upcoming Programs and Events
Lunar Night Hike
November 8th, 5-6:30pm
Hike around the Lake with a
Naturalist enjoying the sights
and sounds of the night!

Pressed Flower Art
November 17th, 7-9pm
Create a framed collage of
beautiful pressed flowers,
grasses, and leaves from
materials collected on Lake
Katherine's grounds
throughout the seasons!

Wreath Decorating
December 1st, 7-9pm
Join our naturalists in
decorating your own wreath
décor. Adorn with natural
items from around lake
Katherine.

Holiday themed events are scheduled throughout
November and December! Check social media and visit
Lakekatherine.org for more details.
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What Large Bird is That?
Lake Katherine is visited by many different types of birds of prey. When seen
perched in trees or close up, they can be identified relatively easily, but when
they are flying overhead, how can you tell? Pictured below are 4 of the most
commonly seen birds of prey. To determine which bird you are looking at,
observe the size, color, wing shape, and how they fly.
Turkey Vultures are
almost black when they
are in the sky, and, and
if you see one, you are
likely to see more. They
have a wobbly flight
pattern and very long
"fingers" at the end of
their wings.
Bald Eagles are the largest
birds of prey seen flying
across Lake Katherine. They
are usually seen flying in a
purposeful direction, and
their white heads and tails can
be easily spotted.

Red-tailed hawks are smallest
of the 4. They have light
colored bellies and wings, and
may have a red hue. They
have a "stocky" appearance
compared to other birds, and
are very graceful fliers.

3

Osprey are fish hunters,
meaning they dive into
bodies of water for
food. Their wings are
very angular and they
are rather lean birds.
They are also much
lighter in body color
than hawks and vultures

Fall Colors

Autumn is the perfect time to head out and explore
colors! Let the wide range of leaf hues and the lingering
fall flowers inspire you to make art. Press leaves between
books (using parchment paper to separate the books
from the leaves) and wait a few weeks until they dry out,
then use them for wall art collages, homemade cards, or
laminate them to make magnets.
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Try it Out!
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In the fall, beavers become much more active! They
cut down more foliage to reinforce their lodges for
winter, and forage for food to store! What color is the
beaver's teeth? What color are the trees during fall?

Oak Tree ID
Oak trees are incredibly important to Illinois
ecosystems, and to ecosystems around the world!
Oaks such as the white and bur oak are known as
keystone species, meaning entire ecosystems rely
on their presence for food and habitat. More than
100 species of animals rely on acorns for food,
and birds and mammals use oaks for homes or
shelter.
There are 20 species of oaks in Illinois, and they
are generally classified as either being in the
"Red" or "White" Oak Group. Red Oak Groups
generally have pointed lobes, and smooth bark,
and trees in the White Oak Group have generally
rounded lobes and shaggy bark.
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Red Oak
Quercus rubra

Despite the name, red oaks
are typically brown with
hints of red during the fall.
However, the bark and wood
has a red hue.

PIN Oak
Quercus palustris

Pin oaks are one of the fastergrowing oak species, and are
one of the largest oak types.

Black Oak
Quercus Velutina

Black oaks like sandier soil, so
are less widely spread out.
However, You can find "Black
Oak Forest" at the LIttle Red
Schoolhouse!
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Bur Oak
Quercus rubra

the bur oak is considered a
keystone species, meaning it
supports an incredible
amount of wildlife, more
than any other tree.

White Oak
Quercus alba

the bur oak is considered a
keystone species, meaning it
supports an incredible
amount of wildlife, more
than any other tree.

Swamp
White Oak
Quercus bicolor

A very easy way to identify a
white oak tree is to look at
the underside of the leaf. It
is cream colored and has a
leathery texture,
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